Like a former speaker Dr. Renton had been brought up to believe absolutely in the towel as the best inhaler for chloroform, and to look upon the use of any kind of apparatus as unsafe. Under that system he had often noticed that the length of time required for the patient to come under its influence was considerable. In 1876 he happened to see Allis's inhaler in the hands of Dr. Woodburn, and on making trial of it he found that the action of chloroform was more rapid, and it appeared to be perfectly safe. A smaller quantity of the anaesthetic also was required; and it was a matter of importance in producing anaesthesia to use the smallest amount of the agent compatible with efficiency in result. For the ordinary operations he used from 2 to 6 drachms of chloroform. He regretted that the Glasgow anaesthetic (ethidine) had not been continued, as he had found it most efficient.

